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Vote NO on 
Proposal 3

DEFE AT  THE  ANY THING  GOES 
ABORTION  A MENDMENT

This November election, the Catholic bishops in Michigan are 
urging all Michiganders to vote NO on Proposal 3. The measure 
would add an amendment to the state constitution to:

• Legalize abortion at any time in pregnancy for 
any reason.

• Allow abortions to be performed by anyone, even those 
without a medical license.

• Allow any person to help teens obtain abortions without 
their parents knowing.

• Protect abortion providers from penalties for killing or 
injuring a woman during an abortion.

• Revoke state law that requires abortion facilities to be 
licensed and inspected.

• Require taxpayers to pay for abortions.

This amendment allows abortion for:

• ANY ONE: any age…including minors
• ANY TIME: up to the moment of birth…and beyond birth
• ANY WHERE: in a medical facility…or any other location

Vote NO
• On legal abortion through all nine months of pregnancy 

for any reason.
• On anyone performing abortions.
• On ending parental consent for teenage abortions.
• On allowing legal immunity for medical and non-medical 

abortionists.

Help Defeat 
Proposal 3

• Vote NO, either in person on Nov. 8, or by absentee 
ballot beforehand.

• Check your voter registration status 
and learn more about how to make 
sure you vote properly by visiting the 
Michigan Voter Information Center at 
mvic.sos.state.mi.us

• Encourage your relatives, friends, coworkers, and parish-
ioners to register to vote and vote NO on this proposal.

• Pray that the outcome of election may be one that will 
protect and uphold the dignity of human life.

GE T  INVOLVED  WITH  THE 
VOTE  NO  C A MPAIGN

To volunteer, receive updates, and make a do-
nation to ensure there are enough resources 
to defeat this dangerous amendment, visit the 
website for Citizens to Support MI Women 
& Children—the official campaign to defeat 
the anything goes abortion amendment—at 
supportmiwomenandchildren.org
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Suggested Prayers of the Faithful 
Through Election Day

For the Church, that we may bear joyful witness that each 
human life comes from God, belongs to God, and is meant 
to return to God, we pray to the Lord.

For all public officials, that the Holy Spirit would inspire 
them to enact laws that defend and promote the right to life 
of all human beings, especially those not yet born; we pray 
to the Lord.

For those working to build a culture of life where every per-
son is welcomed as a gift from God, may they be strength-
ened through the grace of Christ; we pray to the Lord.

For all couples facing an unexpected pregnancy, may the 
Lord give them hope and love for their child; we pray to 
the Lord.

For all pregnant mothers who are alone and afraid: may they 
know that Jesus is with them through the accompaniment of 
friends and family, we pray to the Lord.

For all who have suffered from the traumatic effects of abor-
tion: that they may find peace in the love of Jesus Christ and 
be guided by hope to seek refuge in His mercy; we pray to 
the Lord.

For our parish community: that we will offer our hearts, 
minds, and hands to God to be His instruments in welcom-
ing and supporting all expectant parents who find them-
selves alone or afraid, we pray to the Lord.

ADDITIONAL  SOURCE  FOR  PR AYERS  OF  THE  FAITHFUL
 

usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/upload/Respect-Life-Month-Intercessions-for-Life.pdf
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Suggested Pulpit Announcements 
Regarding Abortion Proposal

Note: Each of these announcements direct parishioners to the 
parish website or bulletin for more information. Please be sure 
to include information on the campaign at the parish website or 
bulletin for the week that the announcement is made. The cam-
paign website can be found at the following QR code:

 

supportmiwomenandchildren.org

The Catholic bishops in Michigan are calling on all Catho-
lics to vote no on Proposal 3 on the November election bal-
lot. The proposal would create a constitutional amendment 
to allow for unlimited, unregulated abortion throughout all 
of pregnancy. For more information about the proposal and 
how to help defeat it, please see our parish bulletin/website 
for how to connect with the official vote no campaign.

The Catholic dioceses and bishops in Michigan are calling 
on all Catholics to vote no on Proposal 3 on the November 
election ballot. The proposal would take away parental 
consent requirements and allow children to get abortions 
or undergo sterilization without their parents’ consent or 
knowledge. For more information about the proposal and 
how to help defeat it, please see our parish bulletin/website 
for how to connect with the official vote no campaign.

The Catholic bishops and dioceses in Michigan are calling 
on all Catholics to vote no on Proposal 3 on the November 
election ballot. The proposal would allow any person to 
perform an abortion—not just doctors or physicians—and 
would remove any legal consequences for anyone who 
conducts a botched abortion. For more information about 
the proposal and how to help defeat it, please see our par-
ish bulletin/website for how to connect with the official vote 
no campaign.

The Catholic bishops in Michigan together with all the dio-
ceses in this state are calling on all Catholics to vote no on 
Proposal 3 on the November election ballot. The proposal 
would force taxpayers to fund abortions and would revoke 
the rights of medical personnel who refuse to provide abor-
tions. For more information about the proposal and how to 
help defeat it, please see our parish bulletin/website for 
how to connect with the official vote no campaign.

The Catholic bishops in Michigan together with the dio-
ceses in this state are calling on all Catholics to vote no on 
Proposal 3 on the November election ballot. The proposal 
would prevent the state legislature from enacting any health 
or safety regulations on abortion providers and allow abor-
tion providers to conduct an abortion on a child without the 
parent’s knowledge or permission. For more information 
about the proposal and how to help defeat it, please see our 
parish bulletin/website for how to connect with the official 
vote no campaign.

The Catholic bishops in Michigan together with the dio-
ceses in this state are calling on all Catholics to vote no on 
Proposal 3 on the November election ballot. This would al-
low abortion up to the moment of birth for practically any 
reason. For more information about the proposal and how 
to help defeat it, please see our parish bulletin/website for 
how to connect with the official vote no campaign.

The Catholic bishops in Michigan together with the dio-
ceses in this state are calling on all Catholics to vote no on 
Proposal 3 on the November election ballot. The proposal 
would give legal immunity to a school worker or anyone 
who helps a teen get an abortion without the parents’ con-
sent. For more information about the proposal and how to 
help defeat it, please see our parish bulletin/website for 
how to connect with the official vote no campaign.
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 An Analysis of Proposal 3’s Extreme 
Constitutional Amendment

 P R O P O S E D  C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  T E X T  A N A LYS I S 

“An individual’s right to reproductive freedom shall not be de-
nied, burdened, nor infringed upon unless justified by a com-
pelling state interest achieved by the least restrictive means.”

This amendment specifically defines a compelling state in-
terest, which would severely restrict any possible abortion 
law or regulation.

“Every individual has a fundamental right to reproductive free-
dom, which entails the right to make and effectuate decisions 
about all matters relating to pregnancy, including but not lim-
ited to prenatal care, childbirth, postpartum care, contracep-
tion, sterilization, abortion care, miscarriage management, 
and infertility care.”

The amendment specifically says it will impact ALL 
matters relating to pregnancy and lists several examples. 
These words have extremely far-reaching consequences. 
The word individual is not defined as to age, meaning the 
provisions in this amendment will apply to children as 
well as adults.

“Notwithstanding the above, the state may regulate the provi-
sion of abortion care after fetal viability, provided that in no 
circumstance shall the state prohibit an abortion that, in the 
professional judgment of an attending health care profession-
al is medically indicated to protect the life or physical or mental 
health of the pregnant individual.”

This confusing language appears to allow late-term abor-
tion bans, but by introducing a “mental health” excep-
tion, it would allow late-term abortions for practically 
any reason.

Notice that it does not mention doctors, but “health 
care professional,” which under Michigan law, covers 
more than just physicians. For example, a dentist could 
approve a late-term abortion on mental health grounds—
and even perform one with no consequence.

“The state shall not discriminate in the protection or enforce-
ment of this fundamental right.”

If this were to be added to the constitution, the state would 
likely be seen as singling out abortion with its ban on tax-
payer funded abortions through the Medicaid program. 
With this provision, the state would be required to fund 
abortion, sterilization, and unethical infertility measures 
as any other medical procedure.  CO N T I N U E D  ≥ 
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“Nor shall the state penalize, prosecute, or otherwise take ad-
verse action against someone for aiding or assisting a preg-
nant individual in exercising their right to reproductive freedom 
with their voluntary consent.”

This could stop the state from investigating someone who 
assists with any abortion as long as consent is given. A 
school counselor could take a 13-year-old girl to get an 
abortion without telling her parents, and there is nothing 
her parents could legally do when or if they find out. An 
untrained employee at an abortion facility could perform 
an abortion, and health and safety regulators could be 
powerless to address it.

“For the purposes of this section:

A state interest is “compelling” only if it is for the limited pur-
pose of protecting the health of an individual seeking care, 
consistent with accepted clinical standards of practice and 
evidence-based medicine, and does not infringe on that indi-
vidual’s autonomous decision-making.”

This section is likely intended to invalidate the state’s 
pro-life laws. Any existing law related to pregnancy, sex, 
abortion, sterilization, etc. must overcome three separate 
obstacles:

• First, the law can only be for the purpose of pro-
tecting “health,” which is not defined.

• Second, the law must agree with “accepted clinical 
standards of practice,” which are written by the 
abortion industry itself.

• Third, no law on anything related to pregnancy 
can infringe on a person’s “autonomous deci-
sion making.”

This means that the amendment makes a female’s con-
sent the only legal limit on abortion.

“Fetal viability” means: the point in pregnancy when, in the pro-
fessional judgment of an attending health care professional 
and based on the particular facts of the case, there is a signifi-
cant likelihood of the fetus’s sustained survival outside the uter-
us without the application of extraordinary medical measures. 
This section shall be self-executing. Any provision of this section 
held invalid shall be severable from the remaining portions of 
this section.

Fetal viability is usually defined as the point a child can 
survive outside the womb. The amendment changes this 
definition so that any newborn with a significant illness 
could be defined as a non-viable child. ■

Source: Citizens to Support MI Women and Children: https://supportmiwomenandchildren.org/analysis-of-the-abortion-amendment/ Accessed August 22, 2022.

 P R O P O S E D  C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  T E X T  A N A LYS I S 

“The state shall not penalize, prosecute, or otherwise take ad-
verse action against an individual based on their actual, poten-
tial, perceived, or alleged pregnancy outcomes, including but 
not limited to miscarriage, stillbirth, or abortion.”

This section could stop investigations of infanticides. For 
example, if someone gives birth and then abandons the 
baby in the trash, the state cannot investigate the situation 
because investigation is an “adverse action” against a “per-
ceived pregnancy outcome.”

People do not have a right to kill a newborn baby, but 
this amendment could give them one, and make the state 
enforce it.

https://supportmiwomenandchildren.org/analysis-of-the-abortion-amendment/


Questions and Answers 
Regarding Proposal 3

Q:  What would this proposal do?
A: This proposal seeks to add an amendment to the Mich-

igan Constitution that would guarantee that abortion is 
legal though all nine months of pregnancy, with no lim-
itations or regulations. Specifically, the proposal would:

• Legalize abortion at any time and for any reason.
• Allow teens to obtain abortions, contraceptives 

and sterilization without their parents knowing.
• Allow abortion to be performed by anyone—

even those without a medical license.

Q: How would this change abortion laws in Michigan?
A: Michigan has several laws on the books that require pa-

rental consent and informed consent to protect women 
and children, prohibit partial-birth abortion and tax-
payer-funded abortion, and require abortion facilities 
to be licensed and inspected, among others. Under this 
amendment, all of Michigan’s pro-life laws would be re-
voked, and it would be nearly impossible for the Legis-
lature to pass any laws to regulate abortion and protect 
women and children.

Q: Why is this amendment being proposed?
A: This proposal was launched in anticipation that the U.S. 

Supreme Court would strike down Roe v. Wade. The 
Supreme Court ruling in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 
Health allowed abortion regulation to return to indi-
vidual state legislatures to decide, yet this amendment 
would take that power away from the Legislature by 
locking unlimited abortion access into the state consti-
tution and blocking laws from regulating abortion.

Q: How would passing this amendment compare to 
when Roe v. Wade was in effect?

A: This amendment would take Michigan far beyond what 
was allowed for abortion under Roe. In the half century 
since Roe, dozens of laws have been passed to regulate 
abortion. Under this proposed amendment, those pro-
tections would be gone, and abortion would essentially 
be unrestricted and unregulated.

Q: How late into pregnancy would an abortion be 
allowed under this amendment?

A: The amendment would allow for abortions all through-
out pregnancy. The amendment appears to allow a 
ban on late-term abortions, but it also provides an 
exception based on the mother’s physical and mental 
health, in addition to protecting the mother’s life. That 
means a late-term abortion could be justified for almost 
any reason.

Q: How would Michigan compare to other states if this 
amendment passed?

A: According to the pro-abortion Guttmacher Institute, 
Michigan is one of 36 states that require parental in-
volvement in their child’s decision to have an abortion, 
one of 32 states requiring abortions be performed by 
a licensed physician, and one of 43 states that prohibit 
abortion after a specified point in pregnancy.

Under Proposal 3, Michigan would no longer re-
quire parental consent, that physicians perform abor-
tions, or a limit to when an abortion can happen in a 
pregnancy, putting Michigan in the minority of states 
in all three categories.

Q: Who is pushing this amendment?
A: Planned Parenthood and the American Civil Liberties 

Union are the primary backers, with support from their 
national affiliates and out-of-state donors. Gov. Gretch-
en Whitmer and Attorney General Dana Nessel also 
support the proposal.

Q: Who is working to defeat the amendment?
A: The official group dedicated to defeating the abortion 

proposal is called Citizens to Support MI Women & 
Children. That group is led by Michigan Catholic Con-
ference and Right to Life of Michigan. MCC is working 
with each diocese in the state, who are in turn working 
with their respective parishes, to get the word out to 
every Catholic and encourage them to vote NO and to 
support the opposition to the proposed constitutional 
amendment. ■
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How to Respond to Myths and 
False Claims About Proposal 3

The following are examples of what supporters may say about 
Proposal 3. Study these responses so that you can help your 
family and friends better understand the consequences of this 
dangerous constitutional amendment.

 T H E Y  S AY   “Michigan residents should have the constitu-
tional right to abortion care and reproductive freedom.”

 W E  R E S P O N D   Women already have the right to repro-
ductive care in the state of Michigan. Women have access 
to prenatal, postpartum and infertility care. Pregnancy help 
centers provide support and referrals for women unable to 
see a doctor. Abortion is not reproductive care as it harms 
women mentally and physically and guarantees that of the 
two patients involved, one will die.

 T H E Y  S AY   “This amendment would ensure access to 
abortion and reinstate what was legal under Roe v. Wade”

 W E  R E S P O N D   This amendment would allow abortion for 
any reason, at any point in the pregnancy, for a woman or 
teen at any age, and allow anyone to conduct an abortion 
without legal consequences. Together, that would take abor-
tion regulations far beyond anything that was ever allowed 
under Roe. It also doesn’t solely apply to abortion as, for ex-
ample, a parent would lose consent should a child seek to 
modify his or her biological gender.

 T H E Y  S AY   “Decisions on abortion should remain be-
tween a woman and her doctor”

 W E  R E S P O N D   With this amendment, nonphysicians 
would be able to conduct abortions, undermining the no-
tion that women would be making these decisions with the 
help of an appropriately licensed physician.

The amendment would block the state from prohibit-
ing abortions in cases where “in the professional judgment 
of an attending health care professional,” the abortion “is 
medically indicated to protect the life or physical or mental 
health of the pregnant individual.”

Under Michigan law, “health care professional” means 
more than just a physician, as that definition also includes 
dentists, chiropractors, massage therapists, acupuncturists, 
counselors, and psychologists, to name a few examples.

The language also says the state could not “penalize, pros-
ecute, or otherwise take adverse action against someone for 
aiding or assisting a pregnant individual in exercising their 
right to reproductive freedom with their voluntary consent.”

Because of that, a school counselor, for example, could 
take a 13-year-old girl to get an abortion, contraception or 
undergo sterilization without telling her parents, and there 
is nothing her parents could legally do when they find out 
what has taken place.  CO N T I N U E D  ≥ 
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 T H E Y  S AY   “This amendment ensures women will not be 
prosecuted for having a miscarriage/abortion.”

 W E  R E S P O N D   There is no history of women being pros-
ecuted in Michigan for either of those circumstances. In ad-
dition, the Michigan Supreme Court has ruled that a wom-
an receiving an abortion cannot be charged. State law also 
explicitly defines abortion as not including miscarriage.

 T H E Y  S AY   “This amendment stops the government from 
prosecuting women who experience miscarriages or ecto-
pic pregnancies.”

 W E  R E S P O N D   Abortion is an intentional act to destroy a 
life, whereas a miscarriage is a spontaneous action within a 
woman’s body. An ectopic pregnancy is when a fertilized egg 
implants outside the uterus, where it cannot survive. Receiv-
ing treatment for an ectopic pregnancy or suffering from a 
miscarriage is not the same as abortion. Both state law and 
the Michigan Supreme Court are clear that women rightful-
ly cannot be prosecuted for an abortion.

 T H E Y  S AY   “This amendment allows for women to have 
autonomy over their own bodies.”

 W E  R E S P O N D   A pregnant woman carries inside her a 
human life that deserves the same dignity that she should 
be afforded. If a woman becomes pregnant unexpectedly or 
unwillingly and she feels she is unable or unwilling to par-
ent her child, there are options to ensure the baby is safe. 
These options include the state’s adoption process or the Safe 
Delivery Law, which allows a mother to surrender her new-
born for adoption, no questions asked.

 T H E Y  S AY   “This amendment still allows for late-term 
abortions to be restricted.”

 W E  R E S P O N D   The amendment creates broad excep-
tions to any ban enacted on late-term abortions, including 
for reasons related to mental health. Therefore, a pregnant 
woman could claim that any anxiety or stress she may be 
feeling gives the right to a second or even third-trimester 
abortion.

 T H E Y  S AY   “This amendment still allows the state to re-
strict/regulate abortion after viability.”

 W E  R E S P O N D   This amendment changes the definition of 
fetal viability to no longer mean when the baby can survive 
outside the womb, instead defining viability as when a baby 
can survive outside of the womb without “extraordinary 
medical measures.”

This means that a prematurely born infant who needs 
intensive medical treatment could be considered not viable 
in the eyes of the mother and the “healthcare profession-
al,” who does not have to be a licensed physician under the 
amendment language.

 T H E Y  S AY   “Over 700,000 Michiganders signed this pro-
posal to put it on the ballot, which shows how widely sup-
ported it is.”

 W E  R E S P O N D   Paid petition gatherers are not legally re-
quired to tell people everything that a proposal would do. 
Thus, it is likely that most people who signed the petition 
did not read the proposal or understand the reality of what 
they were signing. People from various backgrounds, in-
cluding those who say they are pro-choice, overwhelmingly 
oppose partial-birth abortion and support health and safety 
regulations on abortion clinics. This proposal would give 
constitutional protections to third-trimester abortions up 
to birth and likely revoke state law that requires abortion 
facilities to be licensed and inspected.

 T H E Y  S AY   “This proposal would not wipe away paren-
tal consent and other health and safety laws that are on 
the books.”

 W E  R E S P O N D   Proposal 3, as described by its own sum-
mary, specifically says that state laws conflicting with this 
amendment will be invalidated. And even if there are open 
questions on the legal interpretation of the abortion pro-
posal, those open questions would need to be settled by the 
courts, meaning years of expensive litigation that will have to 
be funded by taxpayers. If this proposal were to pass, Mich-
igan would immediately become one of the most permissive, 
anything goes abortion jurisdictions in the country. ■























https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OZXQBhTszpU&t=3s
https://www.hli.org/resources/tools-used-for-abortion/
https://www.hli.org/resources/tools-used-for-abortion/
What’s%20Partial-Birth%20Abortion?%20-%20https://www.hli.org/abortion-videos/whats-partial-birth-abortion/
What’s%20Partial-Birth%20Abortion?%20-%20https://www.hli.org/abortion-videos/whats-partial-birth-abortion/
https://www.abortionprocedures.com/abortion-pill/
https://www.abortionprocedures.com/abortion-pill/














https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A6bLWH9bijQ
https://www.biographyonline.net/women/sophie-scholl.html






















 

 

The Word from Lansing: What Abortion Proposal Supporters Won't Tell You  
 
At this point in the election cycle, Michigan voters may know an abortion proposal will  be on the November ballot.  
 
Voters have been led to believe this proposal would simply reinstate Roe v. Wade. But that claim is false. 
 
The proposal has been framed as just ensuring abortion is legal like it was before Roe was struck down. It was 
portrayed in a recent poll question as merely establishing abortion as a right in the constitution.  
 
But for voters to make an informed decision on the proposal, they need to know that it is NOT simply making sure 
abortion is legal in a post-Roe Michigan. The proposal goes much further than that: It allows abortion for any 
woman or girl at any point in the pregnancy for any reason -- and then some. 
 
It starts in the first sentence of the language, where it says, "every individual has a fundamental right to reproductive 
freedom." Because it says individual, and not adult, the reproductive rights afforded in this amendment would be 
applied to children. 
 
What kind of reproductive rights would also apply to children? Children would have a constitutional right to seek 
sterilization and contraception. Those terms are listed right in the language. 
 
If the amendment was only about restoring the abortion rights of Roe, why did the proposal authors include 
sterilization and contraceptives? And why are children included in these rights? 
 
Further, the proposal summary text explaining what it does says it will "invalidate state laws conflicting with this 
amendment." Neither the amendment nor the summary text, however, details what state laws will be invalidated. 
 
Legal experts believe dozens of laws could be invalidated, including the parental consent requirement for children 
seeking an abortion, because children would have a right to an abortion under the amendment. 
 
Other laws that would fall include those that ban late-term and third trimester abortions. Under the provisions of 
the amendment, an abortion could be permitted at any stage of pregnancy for almost any reason. 
 
Laws that regulate the quality and safety of abortion facilities would be gone under the amendment, as would the 
requirement that only physicians perform abortions.  
 
Taxpayers would be forced to pay for abortions, as the amendment language says the state cannot discriminate in 
enforcing reproductive rights. If  tax dollars can pay for other medical procedures, why would tax dollars for 
abortions be banned under this amendment? 
 
That is not how things were even when Roe was in effect. Based on those examples alone, the proposal is not simply 
about ensuring legal access to abortion.  
 
Unfortunately, advocates for this amendment will say it is only about making sure abortion is legal and accessible, 
yet the language they crafted for the constitution goes far beyond that notion. If more people know that, they might 
be more reluctant to support such a dangerous and extreme proposal. 
 
Read the 300-plus words of the amendment or the 100-word summary and decide yourself whether this proposal is 
just about making sure abortion is available, or if it is dangerous for women and children, extreme in taking away 
parental rights, and wrong for Michigan. And remember to vote no on Proposal 3 in November. 
 
The Word from Lansing is a regular column for Catholic news outlets provided by Michigan Catholic Conference, the 
official public policy voice of the Catholic Church in this state. 

https://www.wlns.com/capital-rundown-newsletter/poll-most-michiganders-support-abortion-rights/
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