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About the Guidelines
The 2026 primary election in August 
followed by the November general elec-
tion are both significant for Michigan, 
highlighted by open races to select the 
next Governor and fill an open U.S. 
Senate seat, as well as elections for all 14 
Congressional districts, 110 state House 
districts, 38 state Senate districts, and 
two justices of the state Supreme Court. 
Voters will be asked to consider other 
statewide offices as well as numerous 
local offices and issues.

As expected in a busy election year, 
individuals and groups may reach out 
to pastors, parishes, and parish staff to 
inquire about promoting a campaign 
or issue at a Catholic parish or organi-
zation. It can sometimes be difficult to 
determine what constitutes appropriate 
election-related activities for nonprofit 
501(c)3 organizations, such as entities 
affiliated with the Catholic Church.

This resource is intended to clarify 
appropriate political and electoral 
activity for Catholic parishes, organi-
zations, and other 501(c)(3) organiza-
tions that qualify for tax-exempt sta-
tus under the Internal Revenue Code.

It is important to recognize this 
publication not only outlines activities, 
but also what is permissible for Catholic 
parishes and organizations to partic-

ipate in, recognizing that the Church 
encourages the faithful to educate 
themselves on the issues and candidates 
and to be engaged in elections.

This 2026 Election Year Guidelines 
document is intended primarily for 
staff of Catholic parishes and organiza-
tions that receive questions regarding 
election-related activities on Catholic 
properties. For helping the lay faithful 
engage in elections, MCC also distributes 
a guide to faithful citizenship, which is 
also now available to order in any quan-
tity, free of charge, by contacting MCC.

These guidelines are intended to 
highlight common questions during an 
election year but are not an exhaustive 
list. MCC encourages Catholic organiza-
tions to consult with their arch/diocese 
and ask for legal guidance on matters 
not covered here or by the Political 
Activities Guidelines resource offered by 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
available at cthl.cc/83oyg.

For assistance in answering general 
Michigan election-related questions, 
including how to find local polling loca-
tions, registering to vote, and viewing 
what is on the ballot for upcoming 
elections, visit and direct others to the 
Michigan Voter Information Center 
website: mvic.sos.state.mi.us.
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Guidelines at a Glance
General Prohibitions for Catholic Organizations

	· Regarding challenges to the Johnson Amendment

	· Why the Church speaks to the issues, not the candidates

Only Bishop-Approved Election Material May Be Distributed

Engagement With Political Candidates & Public Officials
	· Are pastors and parish staff allowed to support political candidates?

	· Can a parish invite candidates or elected officials to speak?

Political Signage

Voter Registration Drives

When a Catholic Organization Serves as a Polling Location



Because the Church does not and will 
not engage in partisan activity, par-
ishes and Catholic organizations are 
prohibited from:

•	 Endorsing or opposing candidates 
for political office.

•	 Distributing partisan campaign 
literature.

•	 Allowing the gathering of petition 
signatures for nominating candi-
dates on parish grounds.

•	 Providing financial resources, 
time, volunteers, or staff to sup-
port a candidate for office.

•	 Conducting voter registration 
drives slanted toward one party.

Regarding challenges to the Johnson 
Amendment

In recent years, legal challenges have emerged 
against the Johnson Amendment, a federal pro-
vision that generally prohibits nonprofits from 
endorsing or opposing political candidates or oth-
erwise participating or intervening in a political 
campaign.

At the time of this publication, the Johnson 
Amendment remains in effect. However, depend-
ing on the outcome of litigation, there remains 
a possibility the Johnson Amendment could be, 
among other outcomes, struck down, amended, 
or not enforced by the federal government.

What is important to know is that regardless 
of the status of the Johnson Amendment, the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
has clearly stated the Catholic Church does 
not endorse or oppose political candidates. 
MCC joins the U.S. bishops in reaffirming this 
principle.

Consult with your diocesan legal counsel, MCC 
or the USCCB Office of General Counsel for any 
updates on this topic.

General Prohibitions for 
Catholic Organizations
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Why the Church speaks to the issues, 
not the candidates

Regardless of any change in the law or how it’s interpreted or 
enforced, the U.S. bishops have stated, “The Church is involved in the 
political process but is not partisan. The Church cannot champion any 
candidate or party. Our cause is the defense of human life and dignity 
and the protection of the weak and vulnerable.”

In other words, the Church’s interest in the political process 
is focused on the issues. While the Church will not support or 
endorse individual candidates or political parties, it continues to 
encourage Catholics to be informed on the issues, to participate in 
elections, and to help choose civil leaders.

Some clergy and other church officials may be hesitant to share 
Church teaching about political engagement and public policies 
with the faithful during an election season. However, public policy 
issues are inherently involved in political debates and discussed by 
politicians and candidates.

It is not political or partisan to articulate the Church’s teach-
ings on issues, including abortion, education, the preferential op-
tion for the poor, euthanasia and assisted suicide, immigrants and 
refugees, and more. Furthermore, the Church’s tax-exempt status 
as a nonprofit does not preclude it or Church leaders from sharing 
First Amendment-protected views on public policy matters.

Church leaders are encouraged to speak to the faithful about 
how Catholic social teaching shapes the Church’s stance on the 
issues and promotes the common good. For assistance in doing 
so, MCC also distributes a guide to faithful citizenship through 
its Focus publication, copies of which are made available to every 
parish that has received this resource.
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Only Bishop-Approved 
Election Material 
May Be Distributed
The Michigan Catholic Conference Board of Directors reaffirm 
the long-standing prohibition of the distribution of elec-
tion-year material unless published by the diocesan bishop, the 
Michigan Catholic Conference, or the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB).

Catholic voters should educate themselves on Church social 
teaching and its application to political concerns with resources 
that accurately present Catholic teaching. Therefore, the MCC 
Board of Directors—comprised of the seven arch/diocesan bishops 
of Michigan, plus five lay persons, one priest, and one religious 
sister—have reaffirmed this longstanding policy on the use of 
election-related materials and publications.

At the same time, precedence illustrates that individuals 
or groups, both in Michigan and beyond, will seek to distribute 
materials to Catholics during this election cycle without obtain-
ing the necessary permissions—including those who label their 
materials “Catholic.” Often these materials are singular in focus 
and do not speak to the range of issues about which the Catholic 
Church teaches.

It may be helpful to proactively share with parishioners during 
this election season that only election materials approved by the 
Church for distribution are those published by the local bishop, 
MCC, or USCCB. If parish staff receive materials and are unsure 
if they are authorized, those questions may be directed to the 
diocese, MCC, or the USCCB Office of General Counsel.

4



Engagement With 
Political Candidates 
& Public Officials
Are priests and parish staff allowed to support 
political candidates?

•	 Individuals cannot be 
prohibited from endorsing, 
volunteering for, or donat-
ing to candidates in their 
own personal capacity and 
time. However, it can be 
difficult to separate one’s 
personal activity from his 
or her role as clergy or as an 
employee of the Church.

•	 If publicly supporting a 
candidate, priests and par-
ish employees should make 
it absolutely clear they 
are not acting or speaking 
on behalf of the Catholic 
church or their parish.

•	 Church employees, of 
course, are allowed to 
register to vote and partic-
ipate in elections like any 
other citizen.

•	 A Catholic organization’s 
facilities or resources—
such as but not limited to 
envelopes, email, parishio-
ner lists, and paid working 
time—cannot be used to 
benefit a political candi-
date’s campaign.
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Can a parish invite candidates or elected officials 
to speak?

•	 Candidates and elected officials may be invited to parishes, 
provided IRS rules are followed.

•	 If an individual is invited to appear as a candidate, all oth-
er candidates for the same office must also be provided 
equal access.

•	 A parish may invite an incumbent public official who is run-
ning for office without inviting all other candidates, provided 
the purpose is not to promote that individual’s candidacy.

•	 Public officials may speak about issues but may not campaign 
for their desired office during a parish visit.

Political Signage
Signs posted on Catholic organization property that endorse candi-
dates or political parties are prohibited.

Political bumper stickers also cannot be placed on vehicles 
owned or leased by Catholic organizations.

There are three types of political signs that may be posted on 
Catholic organization property:

1.	 Signs advocating for or against a particular ballot issue, es-
pecially those which MCC has taken a public position. As of 
publication, there are no statewide ballot issues this year on 
which MCC has taken a position.

2.	 Signs encouraging people to register to vote.

3.	 Signs indicating polling place locations on Election Day, such 
as those that read “Vote Here.”
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Voter Registration Drives
•	 Catholic organizations may host voter regis-

tration drives, provided they are educational 
and nonpartisan.

•	 The organization must ensure that any 
partisan election materials, such as brochures 
promoting a certain candidate or party, are 
not distributed.

•	 Information about the election date and 
voting must be consistently shared with 
participants regardless of their political 
preference.

•	 If distributing the names of the candidates 
running for each office, all must be listed 
without any indication of favoritism.

When a Catholic Organization 
Serves as a Polling Location

•	 Staff of the Catholic institution cannot be 
involved in the distribution of any campaign 
literature outside of the polling place.

•	 Limited campaign literature is permitted to 
be distributed by local volunteers outside of 
the polling place, provided all election rules 
and laws are followed, but the distribution 
cannot be linked to the Catholic organization.
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